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friend. There are reports that on the
HMO bill, the gentleman plans to bring
their bill to the floor before the 4th of
July. Are we likely to see that come to
the floor next week?

Mr. ARMEY. I appreciate the gentle-
man’s inquiry, but while we are placing
extremely high priority on the HMO re-
form and would have hopes to have it
on the floor before the 4th of July, I
think that it is clear it will not be
available next week. My own view is
that we would probably expect it soon
after the 4th of July at the earliest.

Mr. BONIOR. Finally, Mr. Speaker, if
I could just raise this issue with the
gentleman from Texas, the distin-
guished majority leader, I wanted to
inform the gentleman that we now
have 198 signatures on a discharge peti-
tion for school modernization.

There are 21 Republicans who have
sponsored the Nancy Johnson-Charlie
Rangel bill on school modernization. I
would hope that this bill could be
brought before the body. The need is
obvious, all around the country with
one out of every three schools having
serious school refurbishing and mod-
ernization needs.

If I could just take one other minute,
I would like to just relay to my col-
league regarding a school that I visited
in the Detroit area recently. It was
built in 1926, and it was built to hold
900 students. It has 1500 students in it,
40 to a classroom, many of the obvious
problems that we see with our schools,
windows, heating problems, the un-
availability of privacy in bathrooms,
water not working.

These issues are prevalent in our
schools throughout the country. Many
of our schools need support in the en-
deavor to refurbish and to modernize.
And there is bipartisan support for this
bill.

I am just hoping that Members on
the other side of the aisle will ask their
leadership to bring this bill to the
floor. If they do not, I am hopeful that
they will join us to go to 218 so we can
discharge it.

Having said that, I thank my col-
league for his schedule for the remain-
der of the week and next week and I
wish him a good weekend.

Mr. ARMEY. I thank the gentleman.
f

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, JUNE
18, 2001

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 2 p.m. on Monday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ISSA.) Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.
f

HOUR OF MEETING ON TUESDAY,
JUNE 19, 2001

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns on Monday, June 18,
2001, it adjourn to meet at 12:30 p.m. on

Tuesday, June 19, 2001, for morning
hour debates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.
f

b 1400

DISPENSING WITH CALL OF PRI-
VATE CALENDAR ON TUESDAY
NEXT

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the call of the
Private Calendar be dispensed with on
Tuesday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ISSA). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.
f

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.
f

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that it be the ex-
press will of this body that every fa-
ther in America have a glorious week-
end.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.
f

FERC LIKELY TO PUT NEW LIMITS
ON CALIFORNIA ENERGY PRICES

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I am
very pleased to report here, on Flag
Day, that the oil industry forces of
George II are in retreat. A few weeks
ago, the Duke of Halliburton, Mr. CHE-
NEY, met with the Oregon, Washington,
Montana, and Idaho delegations and
said there is no problem, we are not
doing anything. Then a few days ago he
met with the California delegation and
stiffed them in the same way.

Now it turns out in today’s news-
paper, which I will enter into the
RECORD, an article from the Wash-
ington Post, they are in retreat. They
are going to go down to FERC and fi-
nally ask FERC to do what the law
says it must do, that is, cap unreason-
able prices in electricity.

The United States west of the Rock-
ies has been ignored by this adminis-
tration, but they are now en route.
They are running for the hills. They

have dropped their guns. They have
torn off their uniforms, and they are
running to hide down at FERC.

They are not going to get away with
putting in something down at FERC
that just does a little something. We
want real caps on those gougers. Vote
for the Anti-Gouging Act of 2001.

[From the Washington Post, June 14, 2001]
FERC LIKELY TO PUT NEW LIMITS ON

CALIFORNIA ENERGY PRICES

(By Mike Allen and Juliet Eilperin)
A federal agency plans to impose new lim-

its on California energy prices next week, ac-
cording to senior government officials, a
move that would offer President Bush and
Republican lawmakers relief from an in-
creasingly thorny political problem in the
nation’s largest state.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion plans to hold a special meeting Monday
to take up possible solutions to California’s
power crunch. And officials said yesterday
the leading proposal would control the
wholesale price of electricity throughout the
West around the clock.

Such a measure would expand a rule that
applies only to California and only during
the most severe power shortages. Gov. Gray
Davis (D) has said the current program is
shot full of loopholes and does not benefit
consumers. Under the new proposal, the gov-
ernment would set a target price—generous
enough to permit a profit for efficient pro-
ducers—and companies would have to justify
higher prices in writing, officials said.

The move comes as concern is growing
among congressional Republicans that the
Bush administration and its GOP allies were
losing the political battle over California’s
energy crisis—and that it could affect the
party’s fortunes in next year’s elections.

House Majority Whip Tom DeLay (R–Tex.)
has assigned a team of Republicans to help
deflect legislative attacks on Bush’s energy
policies, and has instructed members to de-
liver daily floor speeches defending the ad-
ministration’s plans. House Republicans
took up Bush’s broader energy bill—which
focuses on stepping up production—in ear-
nest yesterday in an effort to pass it by mid-
summer.

Congressional Democrats have been in-
creasing pressure on the administration to
address quickly the skyrocketing electricity
prices and power shortages in Western
states. Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman (D–Conn),
the new chairman of the Governmental Af-
fairs Committee, plans to hold a hearing
Wednesday—two days after the commission
meeting—to examine federal regulation of
energy, and his main witness will be Davis.

House negotiations on a bipartisan emer-
gency energy bill for California broke down
last week just as Democrats were taking
control of the Senate. In response, Rep. W. J.
‘‘Billy’’ Tauzin (R–La.), chairman of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, and 14 other
GOP lawmakers seized on a proposal by Rep.
Doug Ose (R–Calif.) to make FERC’s rules
apply around the clock. Tauzin wrote FERC
Chairman Curt Hebert Jr. to urge its adop-
tion.

Hebert scheduled the unusual FERC meet-
ing shortly thereafter. ‘‘Nobody would dis-
agree with the urgency of the situation and
the need for the commission to act promptly.
We’re working feverishly to do that,’’ said
Walter Ferguson, Hebert’s chief of staff.

The commission, composed of three Repub-
licans and two Democrats, is independent.
Members are appointed by the president and
confirmed by the Senate. Bush and key
members of the commission have said re-
peatedly that they have ideological and
practical objections to an absolute cap on
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